A single antigen indirect immunofluorescence test was used to screen for chlamydial antibody among Malaysian infants, children, sexually active adults and prostitutes. Of 794 serum samples tested, 361 (45-5%) were positive.
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Seropositivity increased with age and sexual activity and ranged from 10 to 16% among children under 10 years old to 94-4% among prostitutes. Pregnant women and female adolescents showed a higher antibody prevalence than nonpregnant and older women. Six (13%) infants under 6 months of age were positive for chlamydial IgM.
Chlamydial serology, though generally considered to be of little use as a diagnostic tool in individual patients, has been shown to In this study the antigen used in our indirect immunofluorescence test was LGV 2 which belongs to the BEDL group of related strains responsible for most genital chlamydial infections in Europe. The antibodies we detected probably reflected the prevalence of both sexually transmitted and non-sexually transmitted chlamydial infections in our population.
Our findings showed many similarities with seroepidemiological data from Western industrialised countries. As reported in the United States,'" we found antibody prevalence to be correlated with age and sexual activity. Like Mardh" and Brunham,'2 our results suggested that female adolescents were more susceptible to chlamydial infection than older women whether they were pregnant or not. There were also indications that pregnancy itselfmight be a risk factor for chlamydial infection, possibly as a result of hormonal changes and the immunosuppression that occurs during pregnancy. Perinatal infection is common among infants born to infected mothers, but the role of C trachomatis in intrauterine infection is less well established. Although five of our neonates under 2 weeks old were chlamydial IgM positive, suggesting intrauterine infection, it must be borne in mind that an indirect immunofluorescence test can detect fetal IgM produced against maternal IgG and not against C trachomatis."
In conclusion, our data indicate that chlamydial infection is widespread among Malaysians and support our clinical impression that chlamydial genital infection is common among sexually active adults. The high antibody prevalence among pregnant women suggests a need to consider antenatal screening for chlamydial genital infection and follow up of exposed infants for consequences of perinatal infection. 
